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SUBJECT: CHARGES DROPPED AGAINST ASS AND CHERNOBIL'SKIY 
REF: MOSCOW 17002 

1. ACCORDING TO UNOFFICIAL SOVIET SOURCES, ASS AND 
CHERNOBIL'SKIY-THE TWO REMAINING JEWISH "REPUSENIKS" 
DETAINED POR PARTICIPATING IN THE SUPREME SOVIET SIT-IN 
LAST MONTH- WERE RELEASED FROM PRISON THE EVENING OP 
NOV 15. ASS AND CHERNOBIL'SKIY REPORTEDLY WERE TOLD 
THAT ALTHOUGH THE CHARGES AGAINST THEM HAD BEEN PROVEN, 
IT HAD BEEN DECIDED NOT TO PRESS CHARGES BECAUSE 
NEITHER MAN HAD A CRIMINAL RECORD AND BECAUSE "BOTH HAD 
SMALL CHILDREN." 

2. OUR SOURCES DESCRIBED THIS DEVELOPMENT AS "UNPRECE- 
DENTED," AND SAID THEY BELIEVED WESTERN PRESSURE CAUSED 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES TO RELEASE THE TWO MEN. 

3. COMMENT. WE WOULD NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT SOVIET AUTHORITIES-OBVIOUSLY AWARE OP PRESIDENT- 
ELECT CARTER'S TELEGRAM TO SLEPAK REGARDING THE SUPREME 
SOVIET SIT-IN, AND SLEPAK'S REPLY -DECIDED TO RELEASE 

ASS AND CHERNOBIL'SKIY AT LEAST IN PART AS A GESTURE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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OP GOODWILL TOWARD THE PRESIDENT-ELECT. 
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